48
This embassy gave our traveller a chance of
escaping from the court of the  Tughiuq Sultan of
Delhi ^It was accompanied  with costly presents,
'including horses,   textiles,  and   swords),   which
were never delivered, as they   were lost in a ship-
wreck.   But  the  Shaikh had many    adventures
on land and sea and in islands,  which we cannot
review in detail, as we  must  confine ourselves to
his   account of India.    He   left Delhi   in July
1312.   The route   he    followed to    the  seacoast
is interesting.   Then, as now, the  principal  ports
were  on   the west coast.    Lahiri   (near   modern
Karachi) was the port for Yemen and the  Persian
Gulf,   Carnbay in Gujrat was the principal ^ate of
the Delhi Empire by sea, but Chinese ships did not
come up so far north, and none but Chinese ships
were allowed in Chinese seas.   The Embassy there-
fore made for Capibay. to take a Muslim ship to a
Malabar port, where a Chinese ship would be avail-
able.   To Cambay they travelled by way of Koel
\ modern Aligarh),    Kanauj,    Gwalior,  Chanderi,
Daufetabad, and Nandarbar.   This route may appear
circuitous; but the  country    between  Delhi and
Gwalior was (as it still is) wild and full of ravines
while the  road to  Kanauj  was the high-road to
Bengal.   The road from Kanauj to   Daulatabad
was one of the most   important highways under
the Tughluqs, provided with towers at regular in-
tervals by way of milestones, on which distances in
both directions were marked.
The roads wem not free from robbers, and the
escort of 1,000 men  was not wholly unnecessary.